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deceived, let them be deceived," opens the surest game to
such as have a proper honor of being in a minority.
Slavery to a certain extent is inseparable from the
social State; with us the tyrant is the majority, in Europe
it is the few. Responsibility to the people is the best check
upon tyranny. The individual tyrant is at all events
responsible to the dagger, or the guillotine, or to being
horned out of his Kingdom. But, with us, the majority
in Congress are under no responsibility, they are strong
and relentless in aggregation, and intangible because per-
sonally they disperse far and wide. The theory undoubt-
edly is that they are responsible as Representatives to
their Constituents thro' the ballot boxes, but what if the
constituents also conspire against the minority'? How is
a voter in South Carolina to operate upon a member in
Congress from Rhode Island? It is the interest of the
northern States to have a tariff,—that of the southern
States not to have any Custom Houses at all. The latter
say the protective system is unconstitutional. The former
blank that question, and carry their measure by majori-
ties. Why need they care for the Constitution? Who is to
call them to account? Who can check their career? What
tribunal is to rectify their usurpations ? It is their interest,
and man never turns a deaf ear to that monitor. They
know little of the Constitution, and care less. Your propo-
sition is to cure all this by resorting to the amending
power. I agree with you, could this be brought into opera-
tion, all evil would end. This was to have been the safety
valve, but it is now hermetically sealed—the sanitive
principle, but it is now a dead Letter. An amendment
can be originated only by two thirds of Congress, or of the
State Legislatures, and must be ratified by three fourths.
Even if the majority who passed the Tariff were desirous

